
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
PANATHLON INTERNATIONAL IN FLORENCE  
SCIENTIFIC CONGRESS AND GENERAL MEETINGS 
Focus on “Education in sport” and “Fair Play”  
 
 

Panathlon International is going to celebrate its traditional mid-term event in Florence under the auspices 

of the current International Board, elected in 2016 and expiring in 2020. 

In accordance with tradition, work will focus on two separate but complementary events: the scientific 

congress and the general meetings. 

On Friday, the Congress will be coordinated by the Culture Commission (CSC) chaired by Elaine Cook and 

will be attended by outstanding international personalities. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the two General Meetings – ordinary and extraordinary – will be held under the 

guidance of the International President Pierre Zappelli. 

The 21st International Congress will be held on Friday, June 14, at Palagio di Parte Guelfa in Florence, on the 

theme “Education in and through sport – Connecting values, physical literacy and wellbeing”. It will 

gather influential speakers and testimonials from Canada (Elaine Cook – Chair of PI Culture Commission 

and coordinator of the Congress), United Kingdom (Anne Tiivas – CSC member and Head of the Child 

Protection in Sport Unit at NSPCC), Brazil (Ana Miragaya – researcher and Professor of physical education 

at Universidade Estácio de Sá, Petrópolis, Rio de Janeiro, and Antonio Bramante – CSC member and former 

Director of the Faculty of Physical Education at ACM Sorocaba), Germany ( Karen Petry – Deputy Head of 

the Institute of European Sport Development and Leisure Studies at German Sport University Cologne), 

Belgium (Thierry Zintz – Professor at the Faculty of Sports Sciences of Université catholique de Louvain, CSC 

member), Albania (Elvira Baze), Hungary (Zsofia Toth) and Italy (Giada Rossi – Para Olympian, and Eugenio 

Guglielmino – CSC member and Full Professor at the Department of Engineering of Università di Messina). 

During the two workshops of the Congress, the speakers will address topical and compelling issues such as 

“Personal development: physical literacy, mental health and wellbeing, social responsibility” and “Evolution 

of the sport system: addressing sport concerns with positive narratives – solutions focused instead of 

problem focused” engaging the participants in round tables and in the exchange of experiences. 



 

 

Among other political and sports personalities, the Congress will be attended by Maurizio Monego, CIFP 

(International Fair Play Committee) Vice-president and Delegated, and Christian Hinterberger, EFPM 

(European Fair Play Movement) President, with whom a Protocol of cooperation will be signed.  

 
 


